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Abstract-A thick rectangular plate of incompressible isotropic elastic material is subjected to a
pure homogeneous deformation by tensile forces or thrusts applied to a pair of opposite faces.
The theory of small deformations superposed on finite deformations is applied to determine the
critical conditions under which bifurcation solutions (Le. adjacent equilibrium positions) can
exist. The adjacent equilibrium positions considered are those for which the superposed de
formation is two-dimensional and is coplanar with the loading force and the thickness direction
of the plate, the faces of the plate normal to its thickness being force-free. A number of theorems
relating to the critical conditions for superposed deformations of the flexural and barreling
types are derived under conditions on the strain-energy function more general than those
employed in earlier work. It is also shown how these results can be applied to the determination
of the bifurcation conditions corresponding to any specified strain-energy function.

I. INTRODUCTION

Following the formulation of the theory of the superposition of infinitesimal deformations
on finite deformations of elastic bodies by Green et al. [I], an extensive literature has
evolved in which this theory is applied to the calculation of critical loading conditions for
instability of elastic bodies of various shapes. The theory is used to determine the load for
which non-zero superposed deformations first become possible. It is assumed in all of these
calculations that this loading condition will, in fact, correspond to the onset of instability.
We shall call this assumption, which is used also in the present paper, the assumption of
exchange of stabilities.t

The first papers in which the theory of Green et al.[l] was used to obtain critical condi
tions for instability appear to be those of Wilkes[2], and Green and Spencer[3]. Wilkes
discussed the instability under thrust of a thick circular tube and of a circular cylinder with
respect to radially symmetrical buckling and Green and Spencer discussed the instability of
a circular cylinder under simultaneous torsion and tension. Fosdick and Shield[4] have
discussed the instability of a circular cylinder under thrust, with respect to flexural insta
bility. Guo Zhong-Heng[5] has considered both flexural and barreling instability (i.e. anti
symmetric and symmetric instability) of a thick circular plate under radial thrust. While the
secular equation, which determines the critical bifurcation conditions, is obtained for a
general incompressible isotropic elastic material, he discusses the implications of the equa
tion only for certain special forms of the strain-energy function.

t This is in partial accord with the terminology commonly employed in the study of stability problems
in fluid mechanics. There, the term principle ofexchange ofstabilities is usually used, but we prefer the more
descriptive word assumption to the more pretentious principle.
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In the present paper, we discuss the critical bifurcation conditions for a thick rectangular
plate of incompressible isotropic elastic material. Taking the surfaces of the plate to be
perpendicular to the axes of a rectangular Cartesian coordinate system x, we consider that
the plate is initially subjected to an arbitrary pure homogeneous deformation, with principal
directions parallel to the axes of the system x, its surfaces normal to the xraxis being
force-free. The existence is investigated of neighboring solutions in which a deformation in
the xlxz-plane is superposed on the pure homogeneous deformation, the distance between
the surfaces normal to the xl-axis remaining fixed and these surfaces being free of tangential
traction in the xrdirection, and the plate is held with its x3-dimension fixed.

Let Al , Az , A3 be the principal extension ratios in the Xl' X z and X3 directions respectively
and let W = W(Il' [z) be the strain-energy function per unit volume, where I l and I z are
the usual first and second strain-invariants of finite elasticity theory, defined in terms of the
A'S by equation (2.15). It is seen in this papert that the critical bifurcation conditions depend
on W through the dependence on the A'S of a quantity A defined by

where

(A,B=I,2).

If A3 is fixed, it follows from the incompressibility condition AIAz ,13 = I that the A's are
uniquely determined if AzlAl = A, say, is specified. Hence, for fixed ,13' we can regard A as
a function of A.

Denoting the dimensions of the plate parallel to the Xl and X z axes, in its undeformed
state, by 211 and 21z respectively, the critical bifurcation conditions depend on the aspect
ratio Izill through a quantity 1] defined by nnlzlll or (n -1/2)nlz/ll , accordingly as the de
formation is symmetric or antisymmetric with respect to the X z x3-plane, where n determines
the number of half wave-lengths parallel to the xcdirection in the deformation. In the
former case there are 2n such half-waves and in the latter case 2n - I.

It has been shown elsewhere[6] that the material is inherently unstable if A < - (A + 1)z/
(A - I)Z and it appears likely, although this has not so far been proven, that this is also true
if -I > A> -(A + I)z/(A - 1)z. We accordingly restrict our discussion to the case A;;::: -1.
It is shown that, subject to this limitation, if A is constant, then for each value of 1] there
are two values of A corresponding to critical bifurcation conditions. The lesser of these
values corresponds to flexural deformations and the greater to barreling deformations (see
Figs. I and 2). Also, for each constant A, 1] increases monotonically to infinity as the critical
value of A for flexural deformations increases from I to some limiting value which itself
increases with A. For higher values of Athan this limiting value only barreling deformations
are possible and 1] decreases monotonically as the critical value of A increases to infinity.
It is also shown how, from the results, the critical bifurcation conditions for arbitrary
dependence of A on Acan be obtained. Furthermore, it has been shown that, with A ;;::: - 1,
the critical bifurcation conditions cannot be satisfied for any value of A less than unity, i.e.
for tensile conditions.

t An analogous result was obtained for the circular plate under uniform radial thrust by Guo Zhong
Heng[51.
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2. BASIC EQUATIONS

We consider the deformation of a body of incompressible isotropic elastic material. In the
deformation, a generic particle of the body, which, at some fixed reference time, is at e", in
the coordinate system x, moves to x i at time t. The deformation is completely described if
the dependence of Xi on e", and t,

Xi = Xi(e", , t),

is known. The Finger strain tensor Cij associated with this deformation is given byt

(2.1)

(2.2)

t The usual summation convention applies to lower case Latin and Greek subscripts. The comma nota
tion ,0( is used to denote Ojag•.
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We define three scalar invariants l A (A = 1,2,3) of this tensor by

11 = C u , 12 = t[(C;;)2 - Cij CjJ, 13 = IC ij !. (2.3)

Since, for an incompressible material all deformations are necessarily isochoric, we have

(2.4)

For an incompressible isotropic elastic material, the strain-energy W per unit volume
must depend on the deformation gradients xi,a through 11 and 12 only, so that

W = W(11' 12 ), (2.5)

The Cauchy stress tensor '!.ij associated with the deformation (2.1) is then given by

'!.ij =2[(W1 + 11 W2 )Cij - W2 C;k Cd - P Dij' (2.6)

where P is an arbitrary hydrostatic pressure, Dij denotes the Kronecker delta and we have
introduced the notation

(A = 1,2). (2.7)

The Piola-Kirchoff stress tensor ITai is then given by

Substitution of (2.6) in (2.8) then yields

(2.8)

• ITai = 2[(W1 + 11 W2)Xi • a - W2 X i ,pXk ,pXk ,a] - tPBipqBapyXp,pXq,y, (2.9)

where Bijk is the alternating symbol.
In the absence of body forces, the Piola-Kirchoff equations of motion are

(2.10)

where p is the mass density of the material and a dot denotes differentiation with respect
to time.

Let Va: be the unit normal to the surfl1;ce of the body in the reference configuration and
Ti be the surface traction at time t, measured per unit area in this configuration. Then,

(2.11 )

We now suppose that the deformation (2.1) consists of a small time-dependent deforma
tion, superposed on a finite static pure homogeneous deformation with extension ratios
AA(A = 1,2,3). Then, we may writet

(A = 1,2,3), (2.12)

where the A's are positive constants, Ui = Ui(~a, t) and B is a small constant, the square
and higher powers of which may be uniformly neglected. Substitution from (2.12) in (2,2)
yields

(A = 1,2,3), (2.13)

t The summation convention does not apply to upper case Latin subscripts.
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where
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(A # B; A, B = 1,2,3)

and
(A, B = 1,2,3).

Also, from (2.3), (2.13) and (2.14), we obtain, with (2.4),

II = Ai + A~ + AL Iz = AP~ + A~ Ai + Ai AL 13 = Ai AP~ = 1

and

(2.14)

(2.15)

i l = 2(AIUl, I + Az Uz, z + A3 U3, 3),

iz = 2{AI(A~ + ADuI,1 + AZ(A~ + ADuz, z + A3(Ai + ADu3, 3}, (2.16)

(1 1 I)
i3 =2 Al UI,I + Az uz,z + A

3
U3,3 =0.

We expand WI and Wz in a Taylor series about (II, Iz) and, neglecting terms of O(ez), we
write

WI = WI + e(Wllil + W12 iz),

Wz = Wz + e(Wzlil + Wzz iz),

where

(2.17)

WA= wAI
1,,12=1',[2

(A, B = 1,2). (2.18)

Also we write

p = P + ep and ITai = IIai + enai .

Introducing (2.13), (2.17), (2.18) and (2.19) into (2.9), we obtain

z P
IIAA = 2AA[WI + (II - AA)WZ] - -,

AA

IIAB = 0 (A # B),

andt

(2.19)

(2.20)

where

3 P
nAA = L KAACCUC,c --,

C=I AA

nAB = KABABUA,B + KABBAUB,A' (A #B)

(2.21)

(A # B).

2[ ( Az 1 - c5AB Z ZKAABB = ~+ 11 - A)Wz]c5AB + AAA
B

[-P+4AAABWZ]

+4AAAB[~1 + (211 - A~ - A~)WIZ + (II - A1)(I1 - A~)WZZ]' (2.22)

KABBA = KBAAB = 2[WI + (II - A~ - A~)WZ]' (A # B)

1
KABAB = KBABA = AA AB (P - 2A~ A~ Wz)·

t We use the notation ," to denote a/af...
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Introduction of (2.12) and (2.19) into the equations of motion (2.10) yields

(2.23)

Again, writing

(2.24 )

we obtain from (2.11) and (2.19)

(2.25)

3. DEFORMATION OF A RECTANGULAR BLOCK

We now apply the relations derived in the previous section to a body which is initially a
rectangular block located with its edges parallel to the axes of the reference system x. Let
21A be the initial length of the edge which is parallel to the A-axis, so that in the undeformed
state the block occupies the region

(3.1)

We consider only problems in which the surface tractions on the surface initially normal
to the 2-axis vanish, so that

(3.2)

Also, we restrict ourselves to the case when the superposed displacements Ui are in the
12-plane and are independent of ~3' so that

U3 = 0 and UA = UA(~I' ~2' t) (A = 1,2). (3.3)

From (3.2) and (2.25) we see that on the surfaces ~2 = ±12 , for which va = ±ba2 , we have

With (2.20) and (3.4), we obtain

P = 2AHwl + (II - ADW2 ]

and

(3.4)

(3.5)

(3.6)

2 2 2 2
I11l = Al (AI - A2)(WI + A3 W2 ),

2 2 12) ,2I1 33 = A
3

(A 3 - 1\2 (WI + 1\1 W2 ),

I122 = 0, I1ai = 0 (ex #- i).

These expressions for I1ai automatically satisfy equation (2.23)1 \
Introducing (3.3) into (2.21), we obtain

2 p
1I:AA = L KAACCUC,c -.., (A = 1,2,3),

C=l I\A

11:12 = K1212 U I , 2 + K1221 U2 ,l' (3.7)

11:21 = K21l2 U 1 , 2 + K2121 U 2 ,l'

11:13 = 11: 31 = 11:23 = 11:32 = O.
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Also, with (3.3), the incompressibility condition expressed by the last of equations (2.16)
becomes

1 1
Al UI,1 + A2 U2,2 =0.

Introducing (3.7) into (2.23) and using (3.8), we obtain

(l + al)UI, 11 + Ul, 22 - A2 Pol = eUl'

U2,11 + (l + a2)U2, 22 - AlP, 2 = eU2'

P'3 = 0,

where we have introduced the notation

(3.8)

(3.9)

(3.10)

By using (3.8) and (3.7) and introducing the condition (3.2) that the incremental surface
tractions vanish on the surfaces ~2 = ±/2' we obtain with (3.4), (3.5) and (2.22)

(3.11)

where

(3.12)

We shall consider that on the faces ~1 = ±/b for which Va = ±blX1 , the displacement
associated with the superposed deformation is zero in the I-direction and the tangential
traction in the 2-direction is zero, i.e.

(3.13)

Then, from (2.25), (3.3) and (3.7), we obtain

(3.14)
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4. SOLUTION OF THE EQUATIONS

Since, in obtaining stability criteria, we consider that the assumption of exchange of
stabilities is valid, we shall obtain solutions of (3.9) and (3.8), subject to the boundary
conditions (3.11) and (3.14), in the case when the displacements U i are quasistatic, i.e. Ui = O.
In this case (3.9) and (3.8) become

(1 +aJu1. 11 +U1 • 22 -A2P,1 =0,

(4.1)

and

respectively, where p is independent of ~3 and A is given by (3.12).
We may obtain solutions of these equations in the forms

(4.2)

(4.3)

where cI> and'll are constants. We note that two separate forms of solutions are given in
(4.2), corresponding to the upper and lower terms. The upper terms correspond to sym
metric and the lower terms to antisymmetric modes with respect to the 23-plane.

Substitution of (4.2) in (4.1) yields, in either case

V~ - (1 + aJn2 v 1 = A2 nP,

(1 + a )V" _ n2 v = A2 1"
2 2 2 A '

where a prime denotes differentiation with respect to ~2 and n = cI> or 'II accordingly as
solutions given by the upper or lower terms in (4.2) are required. Eliminating I' and VI from
(4.3), we obtain

(4.4)

where the notation

(4.5)

and the relation

(4.6)

have been used.
The general solution of equation (4.4) is

V 2 = L 1 cosh nl~2 + L 2 sinh nl~2 + M 1 cosh n 2 ~2 + M 2 sinh n 2 ~2' (4.7)
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(4.11)

provided that Qi "# Q~ . The special case when Qi = Q~ will be discussed later in Section 6.
Introducing (4.7) into (4.3h, we obtain

V1 = ~ [Q 1(L1 sinh Ql~2 + L 2 cosh Ql~2) + Q 2(M1 sinh Q2~2 + M 2 cosh Q2 ~2)]' (4.9)

Again, introducing (4.9) into (4.3)1' we obtain

p = _1_2 [Q1{Qi - (1 + a1)Q
2}(L1 sinh Ql~2 + L 2 cosh Ql~2)

;'2 ill

+ Q2{Q~ - (1 + al)Q
2}(M1 sinh Q2~2 + M 2 cosh Q2 ~2)]. (4.10)

Introducing (4.2) into the boundary conditions (3.11) and (3.14), we obtain

V; + illV2 =0
(2 + a2)V~ - ;'lP = 0 on ~2 = ±/2

and

(n = 1,2, ...).

Ruling out the trivial case when V 1 =V 2 =0, we obtain from (4.12),

<I> = nn/l1, 'II = (n - !)n/l1

Eliminating V 1 from (4.11)1 and (4.3)3' we obtain

V~ + ;'2Q2V2 = 0 on ~2 = ±/2 .

Also, eliminating P and V 1 from (4.11)2 and (4.3)1,3' and using (4.6), we obtain

where

We note from (4.8) that

Qi + ;,2Q2 = BQ2 - Q~ and Q~ + ;,2Q2 = BQ2 - Qr

Introducing (4.7) into (4.14) and (4.15), we obtain, with (4.17),

(Qi + ;'2Q2)(L1 cosh Q 1/2 ± L 2 sinh Q1/2)

+ (Q~ + ;'2Q2)(M1 cosh Q 2 /2 ± M 2 sinh Q2/2) = 0,

and

Ql(Q~ + ;'2Q2)(L1 sinh Q 1/2 ± L 2 cosh Q1/2)

+ Qz(Qi + ;'2Q2)(M1 sinh Q 2 /2 ± M 2 cosh Q2/2) = o.

(4.12)

(4.13)

(4.14)

(4.15)

(4.16)

(4.17)

(4.18)
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(4.19)

Equations (4.18) represent the four equations obtained by taking the upper signs together
and the lower signs together. From these equations, we obtain

(nf + AZnZ)L I cosh nllz + (n~ + Aznz)MI cosh nzlz = 0,

(nf + Aznz)Lz sinh nllz + (n~ + AznZ)Mz sinh nzlz = 0,

nl(n~ + AZnZ)L I sinh nllz + ninf + AznZ)MI sinh nzlz = 0,

QI(n~ + Aznz)Lz cosh nllz + ninf + AznZ)Mz cosh nzlz = 0.

From these equations, we see that either

(4.20)

or

unless

tanh n 11z tanh nzlz
tanh nzlz = tanh nllz '

i.e. unless

sinh(n l ± nz)lz = 0.

This corresponds to the case when nf = n~ which is discussed in Section 6.
We note from (4.19) that if (4.20) is applicable

L z n~ + Aznz sinh nzlz
-=-
M z nf + Aznz sinh nllz

and if (4.21) is applicable

(4.21)

(4.22)

(4.23)

(4.24)

L I n~ + AlnZ cosh nzlz
M

I
= - nf + Aznz cosh nlll . (4.25)

From (4.8) it is seen that three distinct cases arise accordingly as nf and n~ are both
positive, or complex conjugates, or both negative. It is easily seen that the latter case arises
if and only if

(
A + I)Z

A<- --
- A-I

(4.26)

(4.27)

It has been shown elsewhere[6] that if (4.26) applies then the material is inherently unstable
and, accordingly, we need not discuss this case further. Also from (4.8), it is seen that nf
and n~ are complex conjugates if and only if

(
A+ 1)2

--- <A<-l.
A-I

We shall postpone consideration of this case to a later paper and restrict the discussion in
the present paper to the case when nf and n~ are both positive.
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Secular equations analogous to (4.20) and (4.21) were obtained by Guo Zhong-Heng[5]
in his discussion of the instability of a circular plate under radial thrust. Secular equations
similar to (4.20) and (4.21) have also been obtained, for a body having the same geometry
as that discussed in the present paper, by Wesolowski[7], Levinson[8], Nowinski[9] and by
Wu and Widera[lO]. However, Levinson[8] derives these equations only for the particular
case of an incompressible neo-Hookean material with A2 = A3 • Nowinski[9], while deriving
the equations for a general incompressible isotropic elastic material, does so only in the case
when A3 = 1 and limits his discussion of the implications of the equations, with respect to
critical bifurcation conditions, to the case when the material is neo-Hookean. Wu and
Widera[10] derive the secular equations for the case when A3 = 1 and the material has a
strain-energy function of the Mooney-Rivlin form. We note that in both the Mooney
Rivlin and neo-Hookean cases, A = O. Burgess and Levinson[11] also derive equations
analogous to (4.20) and (4.21) for two forms of the strain-energy function applicable to
compressible materials. Wesolowski[7] derives the secular equations with the generality of
the present paper, but limits his discussion of their implications to the tensile case (A < 1)
and concludes that instability may occur in tension for certain forms of the strain-energy
function which yield complex forms for 0 1 and O2. It seems doubtful that such materials
do, in fact, exist.

Guo Zhong-Heng[5] limits the discussion of the implications of his secular equations to
three specific forms of the strain-energy function-the Mooney-Rivlin form (for which
A = 0), a particular case when A = -1 and a particular case when A = -(A + 1)2j(A - 1)2.
In the latter case 0 1 and O2are equal and imaginary. It can be readily inferred from the results
of Sawyers and Rivlin[6] that a strain-energy function for which A = -(A + 1)2j(A - 1)2
does not correspond to a real material. Later workers have invariably restricted the dis
cussion of their secular equations to particular forms of the strain-energy function.

In the following sections, we discuss the implications of the secular equations (4.20) and
(4.21) for arbitrary constant A, not less than -1, and show how from these results corre
sponding implications can be drawn for arbitrary dependence of A on A, provided that A is
not less than - 1 for all relevant values of A. In order to draw these conclusions, we first
recast the secular equations into new forms (equations (5.11) and (5.12) below) more ap
propriate for our purposes.

5. DISCUSSION OF THE SECULAR EQUATION WHEN Of AND Oi
ARE POSITIVE

From (4.8), it is seen that this case arises if, and only if,

A> -1. (5.1)

(Here we have omitted the case 0i = O~ in accord with our earlier remarks.) With the
notation

(5.2)

we obtain, from (4.20),

(5.3)

and, from (4.21),

(5.4)
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If 2 and 23 are given and the dependence of Won II and 12 is known, we may regard each
of these equations as an equation for the determination off]. The value so determined is the
critical value for which, with the assumption of exchange of stabilities, instability occurs at
the specified values of 2 and 23 , in the mode considered. We note that, since in the cases
covered by equation (5.3) L I = M I = 0, from (4.7) and (4.9), U I and U2 are respectively
even and odd functions of ~2 . Accordingly, the modes covered by equation (5.3) are called
barreling modes. Again, in the cases covered by equation (5.4) L 2 = M 2 = °and U1 and U2

are odd and even functions respectively of ~2' The modes covered by equation (5.4) are
therefore called flexural modes.

The secular equations (5.3) and (5.4) may be rewritten in a somewhat different form.
We write

n = 2(cosh 2<5 + sinh 2<5) and n = 2(cosh 2<5 - sinh 2<5), (5.5)

where, from (4.8),

and

Whence,

and

From (5.5), we have

r l = 21/ 2(cosh <5 + sinh <5) and r 2 = 21
/
2(cosh <5 - sinh <5).

Introducing (5.8) into (5.3), we obtain

sinh(221/2 cosh <5)f] + sinh(221/2 sinh <5)f]

sinh(2A,1/2 cosh <5)f] - sinh(2A,1/2 sinh <5)f]

[cosh 3<5 + (22 + A,2)cosh <5] - [sinh 315 + (2A, - 22)sinh 15]

= [cosh 3<5 + (2..l + 22)cosh <5] + [sinh 315 + (2A. - 22)sinh <5]'

Whence,

sinh(2A,1/2 cosh <5)f] cosh 3<5 + (22 + A,2)cosh <5

sinh(221/2 sinh b)f] = ..,. sinh 3<5 + (22 - 22)sinh <5 .

We thus have, for the barreling modes,

sinh(221 / 2 cosh (5)f] cosh e5[(l + A,)2 + 4 sinh2 15]
= - 2 •

sinh(2..l1/2 sinh (5)f] sinh e5[-(l - 2)2 + 4 cosh <5]

(5.6)

(5.7)

(5.8)

(5.9)

(5.10)

(S.1I )
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In a similar manner, we obtain from (5.4), for the flexural modes

sinh(2A1/2 cosh (j)1] cosh (j[(I + A)2 + 4 sinh2 (j]
sinh(2A1/2 sinh (j)1] = sinh (j[ - (I - A)2 + 4 cosh2 (j] .

The solution of (5.12) for 1] is given by the intersection of the two curves

A = _1_ [-(I - A)2 + 4 cosh2 (j]sinh(2A1/2 cosh (j)1]
cosh (j

and

A = -._1_ [(1 + A)2 + 4 sinh2 (j]sinh(2A1/2 sinh (j)1]
smh (j

in the A-1] plane.
We note from (5.7) that

It follows that, for real positive 1],

_1_ sinh(2A1/2 cosh (j)1] >~ sinh(2A1/2 sinh (j)1].
cosh (j smh u

Also, for A :s; 1,

495

(5.12)

(5.13)

(5.14)

(5.15)

(5.16)

(5.17)

Consequently, for A:S; 1, the expression on the right-hand side of (5.13) is greater than that
on the right-hand side of (5.14) for all real positive 1] and accordingly (5.12) has no real
positive solutions for 1].

If, however, A> I, it can easily be seen that there is one real positive solution of (5.12)
for 1] if

and no real positive solutions if

- (I - A)2 + 4 cosh2 (j :s; o.

(5.18)

(5.19)

We note that in the latter case A, given by (5.13), is non-positive for 1] positive, while A,
given by (5.14), is positive for 1] positive. Thus, there are no real solutions of (5.12) in the
case (5.19). On the other hand, if the relation (5.18) applies, since for A > 1

(5.20)

the slope of (5.13) at the origin is less than that of (5.14). However, in view of (5.16) and
(5.18), at large values of 1], the value of A given by (5.13) is greater than that given by (5.14).
Thus, the curves must intersect for at least one real positive value of 1]. At the first point of
intersection, the values of A given by (5.13) and (5.14), are, of course, equal. Also, as 1]
increases the ratio [sinh(2A1/2 cosh (j)1]]j[sinh(2A1/2 sinh (j)1]] increases monotonically. Con
sequently, no further intersection is possible and we conclude that equation (5.12) has one
and only one real positive solution corresponding to the conditions A > 1 and (5.18).
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Turning now to the equation (5.11) for the barreling mode, we note that its solution for fl
is given by the intersection of the two curves

1
A = -h~ [-(1 - A)2 + 4 cosh2 !J]sinh(2A I

/
2 cosh !J)fl

cos u

and

1
A = - ---=--h~ [(1 + A)2 + 4 sinh2 !J]sinh(2A I

/
2 sinh !J)fl.

Sin u

If A > 1, so that (5.20) is valid, we see that if

-(1 - A)2 + 4 cosh2 !J :2: 0,

(5.21)

(5.22)

(5.23)

the value of A given by (5.21) is non-negative for all positive fl, while that given by (5.22) is
negative for all positive fl. Consequently, if A> 1 and (5.23) is satisfied, equation (5.11) has
no real solution for fl.

We now consider the case when A > 1, so that (5.20) is valid, but

-(1 - A)2 + 4 cosh2 !J < O. (5.24)

Now, since A > -1, it is evident that

-(1 - A)2 + 4 cosh2 !J > - [(1 + A)2 + 4 sinh2 !J). (5.25)

Therefore, the slope of (5.21) at fl = 0 is greater than that of (5.22). However, in view of
(5.16) and (5.24), for fl large, the value of A given by (5.21) is less than that given by (5.22).
Consequently, the curves (5.21) and (5.22) must intersect at least once for positive real fl.
That they have only one intersection can be seen from the following consideration. At the
first intersection, the values of A given by (5.21) and (5.22) are equal. Also, as fl increases,
the ratio [sinh(2),1/2 cosh !J)fl]/[sinh(2AI

/
2 sinh !J)fl] increases monotonically. Consequently,

no further intersection is possible and we conclude that equation (5.11) has one and only
one solution corresponding to the conditions A> 1 and (5.24).

If A :s; 1, so that (5.20) is violated, then [- (1 - A)2 + 4 cosh2 !J] is necessarily positive.
The value of A given by (5.21) is positive for all positive fl, while that given by (5.22) is
negative for all positive fl. Consequently, if A :s; 1, equation (5.11) has no real positive
solution for fl.

We may summarize the conclusion reached so far in this section. We introduce the
notation

8= -(1-A)2+4cosh2 !J,

where, cf. (5.7)1 and (4.5),

1
cosh2 !J = 4A [(1 + A)2 + A(1 - A)2]

and

2(A I + A2)2 2 4
A = 2 (WII + 2A3 WI2 + A3 W22 )·

WI + A3 W2

Under the condition that A > -1, we have found that

(5.26)

(5.27)

(5.28)
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(i) if A~ 1 (tensile conditions), no real positive value of 11 can be found for which either a
critical flexural or a critical barreling configuration can exist;
(ii) for any specified A> I, there exists one, and only one, value of 11 for which a critical
flexural configuration can exist provided that () > 0 and no such values of 11 if () ~ 0;
(iii) for any specified A> 1, there exists one and only one value of 11 for which a critical
barreling configuration can exist provided that () < 0 and no such values of 11 if () ~ o.

We note that, whatever A may be, the condition () > 0 is satisfied for A = 1. Corresponding
to this value of A, we see, from (5.12), that 11 = 0, i.e. a critical flexural configuration can
exist in the limiting case /2 = O. Assuming that A is a continuQUs function of A, the solution
of (5.12) for 11 is a continuous function of A in the range () > O. Thus, there exists some range
of values of A from 1 to some value greater than 1, such that, for each value of A in this
range, there is one value of 11 for which a critical flexural configuration exists. We note, also,
from (5.12), that as () ---> 0 from above, 11 ---> 00 from below. Thus, since A and therefore () is
a continuous function of A, for each value of 11 in the range 0 tQ 00, there exists at least one
value of A corresponding to a critical flexural configuration, provided A does not increase
so rapidly with Athat () is non-zero for all A> 1. We note that this latter qualification cannot
be operative if A is independent of A. If it is operative, then there may be values of 11 for
which no critical flexural configuration can exist for any value of A. The impossibility of
critical flexural configurations corresponding to sufficiently large values of 11 may also be
realized for other reasons. For example, the material may fracture before the value of A,
which would otherwise correspond to such a configuration, is reached.

6. DISCUSSION OF THE CASE WHEN Of = O~

From (4.8), we see that ni = n~ if and only if

Now, (6.1) is satisfied if

(6.1)

A = I, or A = -1,

If (6.2h applies, it follows from (4.8) that

or A = _(~)2
1 - A (6.2)

(6.3)

i.e. ni and n~ are negative. In accordance with the discussion at the end of Section 4, we
omit further consideration of this case.

If (6.2)z applies, the general solution of (4.4) is

U2 = L 1 coshn~2 + L 2 sinhn~2 + MI~2 sinhn~2 + M 2 ~2 coshn~2' (6.4)

where

Since A = - 1, we have from (4.16),

B = A2 + 2A.

(6.5)

(6.6)
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(6.7)

Introducing (6.4) and (6.6) into the boundary conditions (4.14) and (4.15), we obtain

O(A. + 1)[L1 cosh 011 + Mill sinh 011 ± (L l sinh 011 + Mlil cosh 011)]

+ 2(MI cosh Oil ± M l sinh Oil) = 0,

O(A. + 1)[L1 sinh Oil + Mill cosh Oil ± (Ll cosh 0/2 + Mlil sinh OIl)]

+ (A. - 1)(M1 sinh 0/2 ± M l cosh 0/2 ) = o.
By an argument similar to that used in passing from equations (4.18) to (4.20) and (4.21),
we find, from (6.7), that

sinh 20/2 1 + A.
L I =MI =0 and 20 = --11 3 -A.

or (6.8)

(6.9)

sinh 20/2 1 + ).
L l = M l = 0 and 20 = 11 3 _ ),'

unless A. = 3. We note, from (5.26) and (5.27), that when A = -1 and ). = 3, e= 0, i.e. A. = 3
is the value of A. which separates the ranges in which critical flexural and critical barreling
conditions obtain. With (5.2)1 and (6.5), we can rewrite (6.8) as

sinh 2YJA.1 /
1 I + A..

--...,...,-;:--+--
2YJ).I/l -- 3 -).'

the upper sign corresponding to flexural conditions (A. < 3) and the lower sign to barreling
conditions (A. > 3). It is evident that (6.9) has no real solutions for YJ if A. < 1.

We remark that an equation analogous to (6.9) was previously derived by Guo Zhong
Heng[5] in his discussion of the instability of a circular plate under uniform radial thrust.

7. NUMERICAL RESULTS

If A is assigned some constant value, (5.lI) and (5.12) become equations for the deter
mination of YJ as a funetion of A.. The special case of A = - 1 is covered by (6.9). The resulting
values of YJ are plotted against A. in Fig. 1 for A = -1,0, 11/9 and for A. in the range from 2·5
to 4·5. The curve for A = 0 (which applies to the Mooney-Rivlin material) is plotted over a
wider range of A. in Fig. 2. In Figs. 1 and 2, the full lines correspond to the values of A.
given by (5.12) and thus pertain to critical flexural conditions. The broken lines correspond
to the values of A. given by (5.11) and thus pertain to critical barreling conditions. The curve
for A = -1 has an asymptote at A. = 3 and that for A = 11/9 has an asymptote at A. = 4.

We see, as has already been shown in Section 5, that, for any specified value of A, the
ranges of A. which apply to critical flexural and barreling conditions do not overlap. The
values of A. separating these ranges are, of course, given by e= 0, where eis defined by (5.26)
and (5.27); i.e. they are given by the equation

A.3 - (3 + A)).l + (2A - 1)2 - (1 + A) = O. (7.1)

It can easily be shown that, if A is constant, equation (7.1) has only one solution for ).
which is greater than unity. This is plotted against A in Fig. 3.

We see from Figs. 1 and 2 that, for any giVen value of YJ, the critical value of A for flexure
is lower than that for barreling and, accordingly, under conditions in which the loading is
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3 5 7 10

A

Fig. 3. Relation between A and values of,\ separating flexural and barreling regimes [equation
(7.1)].

increased from zero, flexural instability will occur before the load appropriate to barreling
is reached.

The values of 1] obtained from (5.11) for constant values of A approach zero as A. becomes
infinitely large. To see this, we employ (5.7) and rewrite (5.11) in the form

sinh [(A. + l){ I + A G-~-DT/2

1]1
sinh[(A. - I){I + A}1 /21]]

{
I + A(~)2}1/2 I (A. - 1)2

A. + I A. + I I + ~ (A + I) A. + I

I=1 {I + A}1 /2 (A. - 1)2 I { (A. - 1)2} .
-1-1 --;- I +A -1-1
A + A A +

(7.2)

Now for any constant A > - I, the right member of (7.2) is seen to approach unity as A. --+ 00.

If 1] does not approach zero as A. --+ 00 then the left member of (7.2) approaches

sinh[(A. + 1)(1 + A)1 /21]]/sinh[(A. - 1)(1 + A/121]] ::::: exp[2(1 + A)1/21]]

which is greater than unity. Hence, we conclude that 1] --+ O. This result is in apparent
conflict with that obtained by Nowinski[9] who dealt with a neo-Hookean material for
which A = O.

From curves similar to those shown in Figs. I and 2, we can also obtain the critical values
of A. for flexure and barreling for any given 1], even when A IS not independent of A.. To do
this we construct a series of curves, as in Fig. I, over a wider range of A. and for various
constant values of A. From these, pairs of points (A, A.), corresponding to flexure and
barreling, are read off for some specified value of 1]. These pairs are then plotted against A.
and the relevant curve of A vs A. is drawn on the same graph. The intersections of the former
curves with the latter then give the critical values of Afor flexure and barreling corresponding
to the value of 1] for which the curves are drawn. It may, of course, happen that the A vs A
curve does not intersect the other curves, in which case instability could not occur for that
particular value of 1].



500 K. N. SAWYERS and R. S. RIVLIN

A

Fig. 4. Illustration of the method for determining critical values of Awhen A is nonconstant.

This procedure has been carried out for 11 = 1·5 and the resulting curves, labeled 1 and 2,
are shown in Fig. 4. These correspond to critical flexural and barreling conditions, respective
ly. Curve 3 in Fig. 4 has been obtained by taking

W = CI(II - 3) + Cz(Iz - 3) + !6(CI + Cz)(Iz - 3)Z,

which, with .1.3 = I and AIAz = Ai A = 1, leads to

(7.3)

(7.4)

From Fig. 4 we see that the critical values of A for flexure and barreling in this case are
approximately 3·1 and 6'8 respectively.
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AOCT)lllKT - TOJICTlUI rrpnmYfOJIbHlUI nJIHTa H3 Hec)l(HMaeMOfO H30TPOIIHOfO, yrrpyrOfO

MaTepHaJIa HaxO.n;HTCJI no.n; BJIHJlHHeM O.n;HOpO.n;HOH .n;ecP0pMal\HH, BbI3BaHHOil: paCTJlfHBa

IOll\HMH CHJIaMH HJIH .n;llBJIeHHeM, rrpHJIO)l(eHHbIMH Knape npOTHBOnOJIO)l(eHHblX TOPl\OB.

llpHMeHlIeTCli TeopHli MaJIblX .n;ecPopMal\Hil:, HaJIO)l(eHHblX Ha KOHelfHble .n;ecPopMal\HH, C l\eJIbIO

OIIpe.n;eJIeHHJI KpHTH'IecKHX YCJIOBHH, .n;JIJI KOTOPblX MOryT CYll\ecTBoBaTb pemeHHJI pa3BeTJIe

HHJI (T. e. CMe)l(Hble n03Hl\HH paBHoBecHlI). I1CCJIe.n;YIOTCJI TaKHe :lKe CMe:lKHble n03Hl\HH

paBHoBecHJI, .n;JIJI KOTOpblX HaJIO:lKeHHaJi .n;ecPOPMalIHJI .n;BYXMepHa H KOnJIaHHpHa C yCHJIHeM

OT Harpy3KH H HarrpaBJIeHHeM TOJIll\HHbl nJIHTbI, npH'IeM TOPl\bI IIJIHTbI HOpMaJIbHbl K ee

TOJIll\HHeA CBo6o.n;Hbl OT YCHJIHA. Onpe.n;eJIJIeTCli HeKOTopoe '1HCJIO TeopeM, no OTHomeHHIO K

KpHTH'IeCKHM YCJIOBHlIM .n;JIJI HaJIO:lKeHHbIX .n;ecPopMal\HH npH H3fH6e HJIH OCa:lKHBaHHIO, y'IH

TbIBaJi 60JIee 06ll\He yCJIOBHJI cPYHKl\HH 3HepfHH .n;ecPopMal\HH no cpaBHeHHIO C TaKHMH :lKe

HCnOJIb30BaHHblMH B npeAH,ZJ;yll\eH pa60Te. YKa3aHO, TaK:lKe, KaK MO:lKHO 3TH pe3YJIbTaTbl

npHMeHHTb .n;JIJI onpe.n;eJIeHHJI YCJIOBHH pa3BeTJIeHHlI, KOTopble COOTBeTcTByIOT K JII06oii:

Tpe6oBaHHOH cPYHKl\HH 3HepfHH .lIecP0pMal\HH.
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